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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 
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What’s Up? Feast Your Eyes on the Art in the Library Rotunda 
Let your eyes rove around the circle of the library rotunda. 
You’ll discover that above the reference shelves are a series 
of beautiful paintings that deserve a second look (or more). 
Even though they vary tremendously in medium, style and 
subject, they are all by the same artist, Prof. Martin Zipin, 
who was on the faculty at Harcum for 38 years. 
 
You may have noticed other paintings by Prof. Zipin, both 
in the library and elsewhere on campus. An Amish farmer 
rides his cart toward a windmill under a spacious blue sky, 
just above the reference desk. Behind 
the circulation desk, three hikers 
perch on a massive pile of multi-hued 
rocks. As you leave the cafeteria in 
Klein Hall, you may notice a pair of 
formal portraits of Philip and Esther 
Klein.  All of these paintings are 
Zipin’s. 
 
Harcum College is extremely fortu-
nate to have these tangible reminders 
of Marty Zipin’s legacy at Harcum.  
Prof. Zipin taught painting and 
sculpture, chaired the art de-
partment, and was “artist-in-
residence” at Harcum for 38 years (from 1953-1991). He 
also did much more: he was faculty advisor to the student 
newspaper, performed in theatrical productions, and took 
his students on field trips to the New Jersey shore to sketch 
the evocative landscape there.  
 
As a young man, Zipin studied art at Temple University’s 
Tyler School. While there, he became involved in theater, 
not only designing sets but also acting and singing in lead 
roles. He completed bachelors' degrees in fine arts and edu-
cation and a master of fine arts degree from Temple. Zipin 
went on to create his own painting style, which he dubbed 
“the positive image.”  He painted objects, often on a tex-
tured surface like burlap, and then cut out the images to 
achieve a three-dimensional effect. The library has three 
paintings in this style on display, including the depiction of 
a rack hung with sweaters and hats pictured here. The 
viewer can get quite close to this painting before seeing that 
it is not three-dimensional.  Current Harcum professor, 
Marty Ranft, who knew Zipin well as a colleague and a 
friend, says that Zipin was famous for his varied collection 
of hats (which he loved to wear, especially berets). Ranft 
also remembers Zipin’s love of making pancakes for 
friends and painting by the sea. 
 
Another very effective use of the positive image style can 
be seen in the rotunda in Zipin’s painting of a steep city 
street, depicting the Manayunk section of Philadelphia. 

This cutout oil painting is long and narrow, and perfectly 
captures the vertical quality that the neighborhood is known 
for. Zipin also did hundreds of portraits and many self-
portraits. He had many one-man shows, received a number 
of awards from local art institutions, and sold his work to 
museums, galleries and colleges around the country. 
 
One of Zipin’s most impressive achievements as a teacher 
was his supervision of twenty years’ worth of topical mu-
rals that his students created. Starting in 1968, his students 

designed and painted one mural a year, rep-
resenting events and people of the time, 
from the Vietnam War to the Move bomb-
ing in 1985, from celebrities to characteris-
tic types of the day.   The students made all 
the decisions about content, and though 
each mural would be supervised by one stu-
dent, it was created by many. These murals 
were done by students on a strictly volun-
teer basis, not for course credit. Even so, 
Professor Zipin never had difficulty finding 
students who wanted to work on them. 

 
The first mural (for 1968) 
boldly represented peace, jus-

tice and racial harmony, with the scales of justice in the 
background and a dove of peace in the foreground. The 
1972 mural used a collage-like effect to include images of 
the devalued U.S dollar (with a band-aid on it), the bars of 
Attica prison (the site of violent riots), and the moon being 
visited by a stylized “space buggy.”   In 1980, hands 
grasped in peace across the Sinai celebrated the Camp 
David peace pact between Israel and Egypt, while in the 
background images depict the Three-Mile Island nuclear 
power plant alongside a solar power collector. The mural 
for 1987, presents a stark contrast, as an imposing Statue of 
Liberty celebrates her one-hundredth birthday with colorful 
fireworks and the smoke of the destroyed Challenger space-
craft lights up the night sky. 
 
A number of these murals are still hanging in the cafeteria 
in Klein Hall. It you don’t see them, just move aside the 
curtains hanging over the windows that overlook Mont-
gomery Avenue. The library also has a book in the archival 
files, containing reproductions of each mural  You are wel-
come to look at the book on library premises. Just let li-
brary director, Carol Puchalski, know that you’re inter-
ested in seeing it.  In the meantime, the next time you are 
studying or reading in the library, look around. Zipin’s 
beautiful, imaginative art is the perfect way to give your 
eyes a break. 
 

Zipin’s cut-outs create a convincing fool-the-eye effect 
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