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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 
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Since May 2004, Ryoko has been working as a Library 
Assistant at Harcum College. It started as a way for 
Ryoko to improve her English skills and give the staff a 
hand, but now, over a year later, Ryoko has become an 
invaluable and trusted member of the library staff. 
 
Ryoko Watanabe was born in the central section of To-
kyo, but when she was a baby her family moved to To-
kyo’s “Old City,” a historic neighborhood. Ryoko, an 
only child and the youngest of sev-
eral cousins, had an idyllic, sheltered 
childhood. As a result, starting ele-
mentary school at the age of six was 
rather a shock, because some of her 
schoolmates teased her about being 
taller and darker-skinned than the 
typical Japanese person. Fortunately, 
close friends helped Ryoko cope.  
While in elementary school, she be-
gan to learn English in an after-
school program designed to make 
language-learning fun through  en-
joyable, age-appropriate activities. 
English became one of her favorite 
subjects, along with world his-
tory. When Ryoko was 13, she 
and her mother visited family 
friends in upstate Pennsylvania and toured New York 
City. It was her first experience of visiting an English-
speaking country. 
 
After high school graduation, Ryoko attended a college 
of foreign language study in Japan for two years, where 
she continued her English studies. While there, she made 
the decision to study in the United States, with the goal 
of English fluency. Around the same time, one of 
Ryoko’s friends had a child, and Ryoko (who previously 
had little experience with young children) discovered a 
love for children and began to consider a career working 
with them. Remembering her positive experiences in the 
after-school English classes, she realized she could com-
bine her interests in English and young children and be-
come a teacher herself. 
 
During Ryoko’s first year at Harcum, she put most of her 
energy into improving her language skills, taking ELA 
classes as well as a computer and a psychology class. 
Last year, she began taking liberal arts courses, including 
writing and women’s studies, in part to strengthen her 
skills in reading and writing in English.  Ryoko espe-

cially enjoyed reading the short story “A Worn Path” by 
Eudora Welty for her composition class. It recounts an 
elderly rural woman’s efforts to get medicine for her 
grandson, an endeavor that encapsulates all the struggles 
of this strong-minded woman’s life.  
 
Ryoko started volunteering in the library in the spring of 
2004. She helped out at the circulation desk, tracked the 
receipt of periodicals, and shelved books and magazines. 

In the fall, because of her reliabil-
ity, helpfulness and accuracy, 
Ryoko was hired as a part-time Li-
brary Assistant to help library staff 
with the ever-increasing requests 
for AV equipment and laptops. 
Ryoko prepares all the needed 
equipment the night before faculty 
or staff need it. 
  
Currently, Ryoko is focusing on 
Early Childhood classes. In spring 
2005, she completed Arts in Educa-
tion (which explores different arts 
activities for young children in-

cluding clay, finger-paint, 
drawing and multimedia) and 
Educational Psychology, which 

focuses on how children experience learning.  The group 
discussion in this class allowed Ryoko to learn more 
about American education. Ryoko enjoys observing and 
interacting with the children at Harcum’s Children’s 
Corner. Her favorite activities involve interactive story-
telling and drawing. Last semester, she created a puppet 
show with handmade puppets to present to the children. 
 
Ryoko is an aficionado of Disney animated films, with a 
special affinity for the character Princess Jasmine. Her 
taste in reading is strongly influenced by her current in-
terest in children’s lives and development. She recently 
read the book The Lost Boy: A Foster Child’s Search for 
a Family by Dave Pelzer. The book had a powerful im-
pact on her, opening her eyes to the realities and effects 
of child abuse as well as to the difference that one person 
can make in another’s life.  Exploring U. S. culture, the 
English language and creative ways to work with chil-
dren, along with her library job, keep Ryoko busy. If you 
have any questions about Japanese culture, the Early 
Childhood Education program, or what it’s like to be an 
international student, talk to Ryoko the next time you see 
her in the library!    � 

Ryoko holds puppets she made for class 
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