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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 
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What’s Up? Meet Ann Ranieri, New Library Director 
We at HC Library started the new school year with a 
new Director. Ann Ranieri, whose first day as Director 
was August 28, has hit the ground running. She is enthu-
siastically learning about the Library and the College, 
meeting faculty, staff and students, and beginning to plan 
for improved collections and ser-
vices in the Library. 
 
Ann’s love of the library field 
grew out of her earlier love of 
history. When Ann was an under-
graduate, at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, she spent every 
summer working at Independ-
ence National Historical Park Li-
brary, a small but very special 
library of early American history. 
Ann’s years there coincided with 
an especially exciting time. The 
Edgar A. Poe house and the Graff 
House, where Thomas Jefferson 
wrote the Declaration of Independence, were in the proc-
ess of restoration, bringing many researchers into the li-
brary needing Ann’s help to find documents that would 
support their work. 
 
This experience inspired Ann to pursue graduate library 
studies at Drexel University, with the expectation of be-
coming a librarian at a similar specialized library or ar-
chive with a focus on history. But a graduate assistance-
ship in cataloging at Drexel’s library opened Ann’s eyes 
to possibilities for expanding her skills. After graduation, 
she began a successful career in library technical ser-
vices, starting at Holy Family College Library.  Techni-
cal Service staff are the people who work to acquire 
books, databases, periodicals and other materials, and 
who catalog all material so it can be found and used by 
the those who need it.  
 
Ann’s early career focusing primarily on technical li-
brary functions contributed to her distinctive philosophy 
of librarianship. Ann explains that in libraries, Technical 
Service personnel are often referred to as “the back 
room,” as opposed to the staff who are in daily contact 
with library users, assisting and instructing them.  But 
she sees it differently: ideally, all library staff work to-
gether to create a seamless whole in serving the needs of 
users.  
 
After four years, she moved on to Arcadia University 
(formerly known as Beaver College), where she ulti-
mately gained experience in every aspect of academic 

library functions. Even while serving as Head of Techni-
cal Services there, she began to get experience providing 
direct service to library users through reference and in-
struction. Her computer skills blossomed, as the library 
went from a total of two computers to a networked envi-

ronment and an online library man-
agement system and catalog.  She 
also participated in a renovation of 
the library and served two terms as 
acting Director. 
 
Additionally, she has long been ac-
tive in an important professional 
association, the Tri-State College 
Library Cooperative (TCLC), 
which brings together librarians 
from approximately 45 area col-
leges to work on areas of common 
concern. Ann has served on the 
Board of TCLC and several com-
mittees and is currently the Chair 

of the Grants and Development Committee, which fo-
cuses on providing a funding stream for TCLC’s activi-
ties. 
 
Like many librarians who truly love the profession, Ann 
unwinds by reading. She has cultivated her interest in 
early American history through biographies and non-
fiction and she also likes to read political thrillers and to 
keep up with current events. She is especially fascinated 
with the creation of the U.S. Constitution and with its 
framers.  Recently, she read David McCullough’s ac-
claimed biography John Adams (available in HC Li-
brary, 973.44. A214Y).  A favorite resource of hers is the 
database Book Index with Reviews (BIR) where you 
can find full-text book reviews from sources like Pub-
lishers Weekly and BookList. It is available from the HC 
Library web site (just click on Electronic Databases and 
then choose EBSCOHost). In BIR it is possible to search 
by author, title, or subject (which is a good way to iden-
tify new books on a topic of special interest). Ann also 
collects cookbooks, focusing on the heritages of her 
Pennsylvania Dutch mother and her Italian-American 
father. 
 
Faculty, staff and students should feel free to stop by and 
meet Ann and bring any suggestions, feedback or ques-
tions about Library services. Clearly, Ann brings the 
breadth of experience, skills and vision that are needed 
as HC Library moves forward in service to a rapidly 
growing, diversifying student body, and the Library is 
very pleased to have her. 

Ann Ranieri, Library Director, welcomes feed-
back from the Harcum community 
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