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A lodestar is any star that
is used as a point of refer
ence (like Polaris, the
brightest star in the Little
Dipper). The word can alg
refer to a guiding interest,
principle or ambition. At
Harcum College Library,
we aim to guide members
of the Harcum Community
toward what is of interest
to them and to serve as a
“point of reference” for
information seekers.
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What's Up? Meet Clara Salloom, Bibliographer & laby Mainstay

In Clara, we have another staff member who hasedatat be dent. That same year she started her part-time atadarcum

a librarian from a young age. Raised in Mt. Rainiéary- College Library. In the past 15 years, Clara hasedmlittle of
land, a suburb of Washington, DC, she attendeddSeph  everything at HC Library—cataloging, reference aidulation.
College, an all-female Catholic school in rural Mand. She Currently, in addition to covering the library oeeening a week
started out studying history there, but began fimguen soci- and on many weekends, she is the library Bibliogeap

ology when she found herself more interested opfees

lives in the present day. As an undergraduatepaltiipatec The bibliographies that she creates are listindbadry holdings
in a sociological study that looked at the livepebple in the organized by academic subject or cross-disciplitapjc. Re-
economically struggling communities around the axg!. cently, she has completed up-to-date bibliograptiedental hy-
And (of course) she worked part time in the colléigeary.  giene and nursing. Each bibliography is dividedsbl-headings.

She graduated with a B.A. in Social
Studies, reflecting her interest in both
history and sociology.

After college, she went to work at the
lllustrations Library of the National
Geographic Society in Washington.
There, she worked with the beautiful,
intriguing photographs of the physical
and natural world that are used by re-
searchers and to illustrate the world-
renowned National Geographic maga-
zine. During her five years there, she
was promoted to Assistant Librarian (a
position that involved coordinating the
work of 26 employees). She also
started library graduate studies at the
University of Maryland, married
George Salloom (a social worker), and
gave birth to her first child, Kristin. By

Clara with her scrapbook

For example, in dental hygiene
you can find sections on anesthe-
sia, geriatric dentistry and holistic
medicine. In nursing, sub-
headings include developmental
disabilities, medical ethics and
nutrition. Bibliographies are a
great way to get an overview of
the HC Library, or to quickly find
your subject matter without taking
stabs in the dark with the online
catalog.

Clara and her husband are strong
supporters of movements for
peace and human rights around th
world. As a young woman, when
she traveled to England and Mex-
ico, it was to live or work among peo-
ple in struggling communities, rather

any standard, it was a busy and successful
five-year period.

than to sightsee. She continues to enj
reading about people who travel to unusual plasethe purpose
of learning.
Clara and George moved to the Philadelphia areawhe
accepted a position with the Children’s Aid Soci€ilara A book she loves is neurologist Oliver Saclstand of the Color-
finished her degree in Library & Information Scienat blind (617.759.5221). Sacks traveled to Micronesia, wiher
Drexel, and welcomed her second child, Mark. $lea fpro- learned about the lives of the native people thesayell as some
ceeded to carve out a life of balancing library kvaith her  of the medical maladies that plague them. Shelasa great
growing family. For almost fifteen years, she diegtthe li- interest in the needs of children who must copé witusual
brary program at St. Philomena School in Lansdowaksct- hardship and in the best ways to help them th&¥e credits a
ing books and training volunteers. She also wogad-time book published in 1969 he Throwaway Childre(847.9 RI) by
for many years at the Lansdowne Public Library. Philadelphia judge Lisa Richette, with playing &rim her deci-

sion to adopt. The book describes Judge Richedtgdsriences in

On the home front, Clara and George both felt@stidesire family court, working with abused and abandoneddcéan.
to welcome children from war torn El Salvador itheir
family. They adopted Robbie as an infant and Reaawho Currently, Clara’s extended family is expandingidap In fall
was five at the time, and became active in a lbatih 2004, three of her children presented her with apddaugh-
American parents organization. Clara also ran distag-  ters. As the family photographer and documentasha really
care center out of her home during the period whelobie  has her hands full now. Since Clara enjoys putiggther crea-
and Rosanna were young. tive, handmade photo scrapbooks, this is not anooisechore for
her. Clara is always interested in exchangingrinfdion about
parenting, international adoption and travel. Stre usually be
found at HC Library on Wednesday afternoons andhiegs.

In 1990, Clara began to work part-time directing library
of the Stratford Friends School, where Rosannaansts-
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