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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 

The staff at Harcum College Library 
spends a lot of time online, searching the 
Internet to find information for the 
Harcum community and for ourselves. 
What’s more, as library workers, it is 
natural for us to ferret out facts, data 
sources, and repositories of all things in-
teresting, meaningful or fun. Therefore, in 
a spirit of sharing as the holidays and a 
new year approach, here is a collection of 
some of our favorite web sites. 
 
Ann Ranieri, Director,  
Recommends: 
 
www.mrqe.com  
Ann says that this is a great site for the 
movie enthusiast, and adds, “The site in-
cludes links to reviews from the Chicago 
Sun Times (Roger Ebert), Rolling Stone 
magazine, as well as reviews posted on 
individuals’ web sites, such as As the Reel 
Rolls.” Click on “Search Categories” to 
access information and reviews about the 
top ten box office hits of the week, to see 
reviews of the major world film festivals 

of the year, 
or to see 
reviews of 
movies 
chosen by 
the Ameri-
can Film 
Institute as 
the best or 
funniest of 

all time. 
 
www.randmcnally.com  
As Ann points 
out, Rand 
McNally has 
been creating 
and printing 
maps since 
1856, so “they 
should be ex-
perts by now!” 
They have put 
together some very original suggested 
road trips that go beyond the usual. Click 
on “Plan a Road Trip” and then on “Best 
of the Road” to choose from a list of 
these trips. For example, Philly to the Po-
conos takes a surprising route through 
Lancaster County and suggests several lit-
tle-known attractions. Or click on 
“Explore America” to read about 
“thousands of destinations and attrac-
tions.” You can choose from lists of states, 
cities or national parks. 
 
Katie McGowan, Reference  
Librarian, Recommends: 
 
www.ipl.org  
The Internet Public Library is one of the 
most useful sites on the web, bar none. 
The “Ready Reference” section is par-
ticularly helpful, giving you access to nu-
merous specialized almanacs, dictionaries 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Mark Brown-Barnes, who is about to complete his de-
gree in Criminal Justice at Harcum, made himself known 
to the Library staff soon after he arrived at the College. It 
wasn’t just because he studied in the Library, or even be-
cause he had a Library work-study position for one se-
mester.  Mark stood out because of 
the powerful energy of his enthusi-
asms –and because he expresses 
many of his enthusiasms through a 
love of reading. Now 21, Mark’s in-
terests have evolved over the years, 
but since childhood he has turned to 
the written word to enhance those 
interests. 
 
Mark, a life-long resident of Phila-
delphia who is the oldest of four 
children, credits his mother with in-
troducing him to the joy of books.  
Reading for pleasure and knowledge 
became a part of his life when he 
discovered a work of fiction that re-
flected a passionate interest.  Mark 
is a self-described “animal fanatic” 
and the book was Jack London’s 
White Fang.  
 
After reading four volumes of the fantastical Harry Pot-
ter series, he became intrigued with the possibility of en-
tering alternative worlds through science fiction and fan-
tasy. Though it was rough going at first, he worked his 
way through all the volumes of Tolkien’s The Lord of 
the Rings and found himself entranced by both the ad-
venturous action and the degree of painstakingly de-
scribed detail in these tales of a wholly different world. 
 
Although from a young age Mark planned to work with 
animals, his high school years were spent at a charter 
school that emphasized the teaching of law and legal rea-
soning. He was also fortunate to have an inspiring 
teacher of English (his favorite subject) who challenged 
him to develop his critical thinking and writing skills. 
Participating in mock trials based on real cases, Mark 
proved to be a natural at presenting legal arguments, and 
won several trophies for his outstanding work. A career 
related to law seemed to be in the cards, but it wasn’t un-
til his second semester at Harcum that he admitted to 
himself that while he stills loves animals, law is the field 
that suits his interests and abilities.  
As his interest in law and society grew, his reading hab-
its changed accordingly.  He began to devour the books 

of John Grisham, starting with The Street Lawyer, a book 
that Mark says dramatically portrays what lawyers go 
through as they struggle to climb the corporate ladder. 
The lawyer protagonist is shocked into consciousness of 
social inequality by an extreme act of violence commit-

ted by a desperate homeless man. 
Another Grisham novel, The Cham-
ber, made a deep impression on 
Mark. It tells the story of a Jewish 
lawyer who fights to get a virulent 
anti-Semite off death row because 
he believes him innocent of the 
crime that put him there. 
 
As a Criminal Justice major, the is-
sues Mark had pondered in fiction 
became part of his daily academic 
life. Meanwhile, in his free time, he 
turned his considerable mental en-
ergy to a new kind of fiction when 
he became fascinated by Dan 
Brown’s books, The DaVinci Code 
and Angels and Demons.  To his sur-
prise, the complex historic mysteries 
and revelation of secret knowledge 
described in these books generated 

an interest in three subjects he had previously given little 
thought to: history, art and religion.  As a result, he 
dreams of visiting Rome soon, to see the Vatican and 
other historic sites. In Mark’s case, travel anywhere in 
the world would be easy, if only he had free time. In ad-
dition to his full-time studies, Mark works as a baggage 
handler for US AIR and can fly nearly free anywhere in 
the world. Even so, Rome has to wait. After he com-
pletes his Associate Degree requirements this month, he 
will be moving forward without pause to matriculate in 
January at Widener University, where he ultimately 
plans to attend law school. 
 
Mark remains the joyful, spontaneous person he was 
when we first met him, but his reading has taken a seri-
ous turn. Always one to think ahead, he’s discovered an 
interest in both business and politics, and can see himself 
running his own law firm and running for political office 
some day. Now, he’s more likely to be reading The Wall 
Street Journal and books on business than fiction. But 
one thing seems certain. As Mark’s life progresses, the 
scope of his reading will continue to change and expand. 
Mark, whose dreams and ambitions seem unshakeable, 
has learned the art of finding support for all of his pas-
sions in the written word.  
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and encyclopedias. Use the “Pathfinders” link to get de-
tailed research help, with links to web sites chosen by expert 
librarians, on topics from heart disease to fairy tales to start-
ing a business. 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk   
Get-up-to-the minute news stories from all over the world, 
plus feature articles on health, science, technology, business 
and entertainment. Click on “Country Profiles” to get con-
cise information about the history, politics and economy of 
any country in the world.  
 
Michele Dougherty, Cataloger, Recommends: 
 

www.singingfish.com  
Michele says, “You can search for 
audio and video on the web! 
Search the name of a song and see 
what happens. You can search 
something like figure skating and 
you get all these video snippets 
about figure skating, of skaters in 
competition, interviews, etc.” 

 
www.aspca.org  
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals aims, in the words of their mission statement, “to pro-
vide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals 
throughout the United States.” On this site, you can read 
news about the ASPCA’s current activities and projects, get 
timely information about pet care, and learn how you can 
participate in their activities by donating or lobbying. 
 
www.vangoghgallery.com  
According to Michele, this site is the work of one man, a 
devoted Van Gogh fan.  The site is under construction, but 
don’t let a few broken links discourage you. You will be 
able to link to reproductions of many paintings and draw-
ings by Van Gogh with excellent, concise commentary and 
a good deal of helpful biographical information. 
 
Peggy Langberg, Library Business Administrator, 
Recommends: 
 
www.fda.gov  
Visit the Food and Drug Administration’s site to get the lat-
est bulletins on the safety of food and medications. Be sure 
to click on the list of “hot topics,” which now include flu 
shots and holiday food safety. You can also link to online 
articles on a number of timely topics, from Botox to pre-
scription painkillers, by looking at the “Information For ” 

list 
near the bottom of the home page. 
 
www.whitehouse.gov/history  
The story of the White House and its occupants sheds a 
great deal of light on American history and society. Go to 
this site to find thumbnail biographies of all 43 presidents to 
date and their First Ladies. If art or design is your interest, 
take an online tour of the historic residence and see images 
of furniture and paintings that are in the White House col-
lection. 
 
www.petplace.com  
This site boasts “over 8,000 veterinar-
ian approved articles” on subjects like 
breeds, pet care, pet illnesses, cat be-
havior and dog training. Pet Place also 
offers free e-courses on animal care 
and, for fun,  “pet crazy” articles 
about trends in pet products and activi-
ties (from cooking for your pet to 
throwing him or her a party).  
 
Mimi Burstein, Circulation Coordinator, 
Recommends (just for fun): 
 
www.vet.upenn.edu/newsandevents/news/Barbaro_ 
Racing fans and horse lovers can check on injured racehorse 
Barbaro’s condition with weekly updates. The site also con-
tains feature articles about the work of the University of 
Pennsylvania Veterinary School. 
 
http://y.20q.net/anon  
Play Twenty Questions with the computer! You think of an 
object or living creature and answer the computer’s ques-
tions. You’ll be amazed at how good the computer is at 
guessing correctly. Try to stump it, if you can! Tip: Before 
you play, read the “help?” file. This will make your answers 
more exact, making it harder—and more challenging— to 
stump the computer. 
 
www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/thesweetestsound/  
This site grew out of the PBS film, “The Sweetest Sound,” 
about a man who arranged to meet other people who had the 
same first and last name he does. If 
you click on  “Popularity Index” on 
the left side of the screen, you can 
type in your last name and the names 
of friends and relatives to find out 
where they rank in popularity in the 
U.S.  For example, Burstein ranks 18, 
528  while Dougherty is 835. 

��������������������������
�
������������������
��


