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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 

There are so many ways that you can get 
information of all kinds online. But you 
don’t have to be an expert on the Inter-
net, search engines or search strategies 
to make a big leap forward in the speed, 
effectiveness and efficiency of your 
Internet use. Read on to learn what’s 
available directly from the Harcum Li-
brary web site and to pick up a few 
handy tricks. 
 
Have You Explored our Web Site 
Lately? 
 
The HC Library web site is new and im-
proved this year. For one thing, you can 
read back issues of Lodestar (in PDF 
format) by clicking on Lodestar. (Check 
out next month’s Lodestar for an index 
of what’s available in past issues.) More 
importantly, there are several features on 

our web site that 
guide students, 
 faculty, staff and 
information 
seekers of all 
sorts directly to 
what they want 
and need to 
know. 
 
Click on our 
online Reference Shelf link (in the up-
per right hand corner of our web site). 
You’ll find a list of categorized links 
that can get you directly to an online 
dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, phone 
directory, news source or weather fore-
casting site that has been chosen by HC 
Library reference staff.  You can look up 
world time zones (under “calendars 
and time”), choose from a number of 
national and world travel guides, or find 
a resume-writing guide. The “citation 
style manuals” are especially useful re-
sources when you need to put a bibliog-
raphy in MLA or APA format.  
 
Or click on Subject Guides,  web links 
that have been organized carefully with 
the Harcum community in mind. Within 
a topic (such as Allied Health Science, 
English Composition, or Nursing), 
you’ll find information on periodicals 
and databases (see next paragraph) that 

(Continued on page 4) 
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What’s Up? Meet Nick Terzopoulos, English Professor with a World of Experiences 

HC English professor, Nick Terzopoulos, has only been at 
Harcum College for a little over a year. But during that time, 
he has become a very familiar face in the library. HC Library 
staff are impressed with the way he has staked out the Library 
as his base of operations; a place where he teaches his students 
research skills and works with them on their projects on a one-
to-one basis. Even more than the good use 
he makes of the Library, we are impressed 
with the diligence and patience he demon-
strates while making himself a knowledge 
resource to his students. Learning his life 
story has shed light on his enthusiasms, both 
for literature and for teaching. 
 
Nick grew up in Shamokin, PA,  the young-
est of eight children.  He was a big reader as 
a child, devouring books like the Hardy 
Boys series, even though there was no public 
library in his neighborhood. Encouraged by 
uncles who were medical professionals, he 
became the first in his family to go to col-
lege, fully intending to become a doctor 
himself. His love of literature got the better 
of him however, and he graduated from 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh with a 
degree in English. 
 
He focused his studies on British fiction of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. He was particularly moved by the works of Thomas 
Hardy and Joseph Conrad. In novels like Tess and The Return 
of the Native, Hardy portrays people as the pawns of fate, who 
often suffer at the hands of others through no fault of their 
own. Conrad’s late 19th century masterpiece, The Heart of 
Darkness, was one of the first novels to expose the cruelty and 
absurdity of imperialism. 
 
Because of the Korean War, there was no question about what 
Nick would do after graduation. He was drafted into the army, 
and after basic training, he was sent to Ft. Monmouth in north-
ern New Jersey for specialized training in the repair of elec-
tronic missiles. The proximity to New York City gave him the 
opportunity to attend Broadway plays and world-class con-
certs. His knowledge of the world expanded still further when 
he was posted to Ft. Bliss, Texas as a second lieutenant. The 
base was close to the border with Mexico and he used his free 
time to explore another culture, from bullfighting to Mariachi 
bands.  
 
In the early sixties, Nick decided to make the army his career. 
After attending graduate school at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, where he received his Masters in English, he became a 
professor of  English literature at West Point. 
 
Nick’s life was soon to change again. As an officer, he was 
expected to do active duty in Vietnam. During his first tour, he 

managed and edited The Army Reporter, a weekly publication 
for the troops. During his second tour, he commanded a battal-
ion that built fortifications and supported infantry along the Ho 
Chi Minh trail. He was also a member of a study group that 
carried out a number of investigations on issues including sus-
pected corruption. Nick’s Vietnam experience had a very per-

sonal side as well. He and his wife adopted 
two daughters from orphanages there, who 
joined an older brother in the Terzopoulos 
family. 
 
Since those days, Nick’s career has always 
centered on teaching (he retired from the 
army in 1975). His creative and mental en-
ergies led him to teach in many settings, 
from an ROTC program in Scranton to  an 
International high school in Thailand. Even-
tually, he returned to Pennsylvania and for 
many years  taught English to business stu-
dents and GED preparation at the Commu-
nity College of Philadelphia.   
 
Here at Harcum, Nick teaches English 
Composition and works intensively with 
students to teach them to write a well-
thought-out research paper. First-semester 
students  identify a  topic of their own 

choice.  With Nick’s guidance, they then create an  outline and 
find books or periodicals that shed light on their topic. Second- 
semester students are assigned a longer paper and are expected  
to write persuasively, and to use their research to back up their 
thesis. Nick also works with students on preparing and deliver-
ing oral presentations.  
 
As he has since childhood, Nick finds intellectual stimulation 
and enjoyment in the world of books. Great traditional litera-
ture continues to interest him, and he has recently reread 
Homer’s great epics, The Iliad and The Odyssey and is now 
reading a new translation of the 10th century Old English epic, 
Beowulf.  A favorite modern author is John Le Carre, author of 
many spy novels depicting the cold-war era in Europe. HC 
Library has a number of Le Carre’s more recent books. One,
The Constant Gardener (F LeC), tells the story of a diplomat 
investigating the murder of his wife, who has uncovered cor-
ruption in a multinational corporation. Nick also recommends 
the work of Tim O’Brien, a young American novelist who 
writes mostly about his experiences as a soldier in Vietnam. 
You’ll find his novel Going After Cacciato, in which a soldier 
in Vietnam escapes painful realities through flights of imagi-
nation, at HC Library (813.54 OB). 
 
Nick brings a wealth of life experience and literary knowledge 
to his teaching and coaching of student writers. Much like a 
library, his mind is full of knowledge, ideas, and wisdom. 
�

Prof. Nick Terzopoulos,  
at ease with a book 



are available directly through HC Library, as well as a 
varied selection of links to Internet sources identified 
by our staff as being especially useful.  You are only a 
click away from web sites that are tailored to your in-
terests and academic needs. 
 
Databases that are 
available directly 
from the HC Li-
brary web site can 
get you to the arti-
cles you need for 
academic or per-
sonal research 
quickly and in a 
very targeted fash-
ion. For example 
EBSCOHost and 
SIRS are excellent general databases, while CINAHL 
and PubMed cover nursing and medical journals re-
spectively. You can search for specific topics, limit 
your search by date or periodical, and often find full-
text articles right online. Most databases do require a 
password if you want to access them from off-campus. 
Be sure to pick up the current set of passwords at the 
HC Library circulation desk (students will need to 
show a Harcum ID or current course schedule to re-
ceive a set of passwords). Near the library entrance are 
several quick search guides that are specific to some of 
the available databases. Help yourself to one of these 
guides and consult with any of the librarians with help 
on using databases. 
 
Top Tips to get more out of Google 
 
Most of us have used Google many times. But few peo-
ple are aware of the many simple techniques that can 
increase Google’s power to search effectively.  Here 
are some simple but very useful ones: 
 

�� The best way to get an exact match for the 
name or the topic you are searching for on 
Google is to a do a phrase search.  Just put 
quotation marks (“”) around the words or 
names you want to search for. For example,  
“petrified rock,” “ Siamese cat” or “Emily Dick-
inson.” 

 
�� Eliminate search results that are not of use to 

you by using a minus sign. One of the most ef-
fective ways to use this technique is to elimi-

nate commercial web sites from your results by 
adding -. com -. Net to your search terms.. This 
will ensure that most of your results are from 
web sites that are either educational, govern-
mental or non-profit. Be sure to type in a space 
before the minus sign. 

 
�� If you need some basic information about a 

topic that is new to you, from “blastocyst” to 
“stock option” you can use Google’s “define”  
function to get several definitions of your word 
or term and links to the web sites that have de-
fined them. Just type the word “define” with a 
colon and no space before the word you want to 
define, for example define:oligarchy. Not only 
can you use Google as a multi-source diction-
ary, but many of the definitions you find will 
come from specialized web sites. (“Oligarchy” 
is defined by general, archaeological and his-
torical web sites.) 

 
You can find many more tricks and tips about Google 
on the Google web site if you click on the “about 
Google” link on their home page. Even more impor-
tant, you can always get help from HC Library staff 
with any search of the web, our online catalog, or the 
databases we make available. Just ask! 
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