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A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 
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The Harcum College Library Lodestar has now been 
published for three academic years.  Because past issues,  
starting with October 2004, are available in full-text on 
our web site, this index has been created to lead you to 
cover stories, feature articles and profiles that you may 
have missed and would like to read. All articles are listed 
by category in chronological order, except for profiles 
(which are alphabetical by last name.) The September 
2004 issue is only available in hard copy in the Library 
archives, indicated by “arch” in the index below. You 
will also be able to find this index posted on our website. 
 
We hope you’ll want to discover or revisit some of our 
previous stories! 
 
Library Lowdown (Cover Stories) 
 
Hungry for a Good Read? Our Popular Fiction Collec-
tion, 9/04, arch 
Nursing, Health and Medical 
Periodicals, 10/04 
Nursing, Health and Medical 
Databases, 11/04 
Reading Can Reinforce 
Resolutions, 2/05 
Key Professional Journals 
(Nursing, PT, Dental, Vet 
Tech, ECE), 3/05 
Worlds of Business and De-
sign (Periodicals), 4/05 
Online Encyclopedias, 10/05 
Resources for Writing, 11/05 
Resources for Legal Studies (Periodicals and Books), 
2/06 
Avoid Plagiarism Like the Plague, 3/06 
Primary Sources Online, 5/06 
New Periodicals (Health and Business), 9/06 
Accessing Other Libraries (Online and ILL), 10/06 
Recommended Web Sites, 12/06 
Online Search Mastery, 3/07 
 
Feature Articles 
 
EDITH (HC Library Online Catalog), 9/04, arch 
Beauty, Strength and Speed: The World of the Horse, 
10/04 
Presidential Politics, 10/04 
Reading Aloud to Children, 11/04 
African-American Military History Exhibit, 2/05 

Black History Month Book Picks, 
2/05 
Top Tools for Net Navigation, 3/05 
Recommended Videos 
(Documentary and Features), 4/05 
Books to Sharpen Study Skills, 
9/05 
Recent Reference Books, 10/05 
ID Theft Prevention, 11/05 
Black History Month Book Picks 
Honor Women, 2/06 
Books on Canine and Feline 
Friends, 3/06 
Healthy Weight Loss (Periodicals), 
5/06 
New Books, 9/06 
Memoirs: Ethnic Diversity, 10/06 
Books on the African-American Experience, 3/07 
 
Profiles 
 
Library Staff (alphabetical by last name): 
 
All Staff Profile, 9/05 
Mimi Burstein, Circulation Coordinator, 11/04 
Michele Dougherty, Cataloger, 3/05 
Kathy Klocko, Reference Librarian, 9/04, arch 
Peggy Langberg, Acquisition and ILL Coordinator, 
10/04 
Katie McGowan, Reference Librarian, 5/06 
Carol Puchalski,  Director, 2/05 
Ann Ranieri, Director, 10/06 
Clara Salloom, Bibliographer, 4/05 
 
Others (chronological): 
 
Ryoko Watanabe, Student Assistant, 10/05 
Solomon Jones, Author, Poet and Guest Speaker, 11/05 
Martin Zipin, Art in the Library Rotunda, 2/06 
Laverne Jackson, Harcum Student Returns to School af-
ter Absence of 30 Years, 3/06 
Debbie Young-Yassine, 
Head of International Pro-
grams, 9/06 
Mark Brown-Barnes, 
Graduating Student and Bib-
liophile, 12/06 
Nick Terzopoulos, English 
Professor, 3/07 
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When Barbara Yalof arrived at Harcum in August 2006 
to begin her position as Administrative Assistant for 
Academic Affairs, it didn’t take her long to discover the 
Library. Barbara is an artist and art teacher, and she was 
entranced by the paintings in the Library rotunda, 
pleased to see that we subscribe to some excellent art pe-
riodicals, and thrilled to find out that, through inter-
library loan (ILL), we can obtain beautiful art books of 
all kinds for her. 
 
Barbara has been making distinctive 
works of art since high school. Her 
work, which has never been conven-
tional or realistic, depicts people in 
imaginative, often humorous, some-
times satirical or even grotesque set-
tings. Since adolescence, she has 
been inspired mainly by German ex-
pressionist artists including George 
Grosz , Franz Marc and Ernst 
Ludwig Kirschner and by the great, 
colorist Paul Klee, whose magical, 
dream-like paintings defy categori-
zation. 
 
Barbara attended the Tyler School of Art to receive her 
degree in art education. She studied abroad as well, in 
both Israel and Italy, and spent much of her free time 
sketching  people on the streets there. After college, she 
began her teaching career, and found that she enjoyed 
teaching people at both ends of the age spectrum; both 
elementary-age children at a Montessori school in Glad-
wyne and seniors at a center in Ardmore.  Barbara’s 
teaching techniques are versatile and as creative as her 
painting. She enjoys helping students find their own 
styles, and often encourages them to try many different 
media and to experiment.  She’s also happy to work with 
students who wish to learn how to create craft pieces in 
more traditional fashion. 
 
In part due to her interest in fostering her students’ indi-
viduality and meeting their personal needs, rather than 
imposing her own aesthetic on them, Barbara returned to 
graduate school for a degree in therapeutic recreation 
and then put that training to use as a recreation therapist 
at a psychiatric hospital. The variety of patients there 
gave her the opportunity to draw on all of her talents and 
resources. Furthermore, it was there that she met her fu-
ture husband, Jed, a clinical psychologist  and neuropsy-
chologist (and now a professor at Immaculata College). 
She left that position, and embarked on a new phase of 

her career at the same time that she started her family. 
When her son and daughter were small, she began de-
signing and making hand-painted wooden jewelry which 
she sold at art and crafts fairs and through galleries in the 
Philadelphia area and in New York. Later, Barbara re-
turned to teaching. She now offers classes at an art cen-
ter, a senior center, and to private students in her studio. 
 

It was her teaching that first 
sparked Barbara’s interest in HC 
Library. She discovered that we 
subscribe to the periodical Ameri-
can  Artist and welcomed the op-
portunity to browse past issues 
for ideas on a variety of painting 
styles and techniques. Inspired, 
she asked for assistance from Li-
brary Staff in obtaining books 
with color reproductions of work 
by the French Fauvist  painter 
Raoul Dufy. (The Fauves, which 
means “wild beasts” in French, 
created representational paintings 
with simplified lines and bold 

color.) HC Library was able to request several books on 
Dufy’s work through ILL for Barbara, but we also di-
rected her to a book in our collection, Dufy (759.4 LA), 
which is part of the beautifully printed “Taste in our 
Time” series of books, with biographical and critical 
studies of European painters. These books (the Library 
has 29 volumes from the series in our collection) each 
contain many richly colored glossy reproductions of the 
featured artist’s works. 
 
It’s surprising that Barbara has time to read, given her 
artistic work, her teaching, her role at Harcum 
(supporting faculty with their day-to-day organizational 
needs) and her many other interests and activities. In ad-
dition to painting, she plays the guitar and has started ex-
perimenting with making short films. She loves the out-
doors, gardening, and enjoys jogging and bike riding 
with her husband.  But Barbara never tires of learning, 
and so she manages to squeeze reading and continuing 
education into her schedule. Recently, she’s taken a 
number of courses in computer technology and she loves 
exploring what computers can do. And, she’s currently 
reading explorer Richard Byrd’s autobiographical work, 
Little America, (919.9 BY)  named for the base camp 
during his first expedition to the Antarctic. It’s an excel-
lent choice for a woman whose life is an adventure in 
creativity! 

Barbara discovers a favorite Klee painting in 
our reference collection 
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HC Librarians’ Top Recommendations (cont.) 

����������	�
��	�	��	�
���

����	�����	�
	����

��������	

����
�������
�����	���	����������
�������������������
��	�� �!��"�#!"!�$��
%�& �!��"�#!"!�$!�
'���
 �����	���(��������)��
*���+��� ����, --������������)�-
������-�
�

��!�"�#�$�����%��������

�	�)��".���+)�� �$�����	����,��

%��)�� �$�����	�/ 0��,��
1����)�� ��		���	�/�,��
1��)�� ���,���	���,�2�!�,���	���,��
�

��������	�
���
�������
�������	�������������������� ����

�


