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AAAAbout Our Namebout Our Namebout Our Namebout Our Name    

A lodestar is any star that 
is used as a point of refer-
ence (like Polaris, the 
brightest star in the Little 
Dipper). The word can also 
refer to a guiding interest, 
principle or ambition. At 
Harcum College Library, 
we aim to guide members 
of the Harcum Community 
toward what is of interest 
to them and to serve as a 
“point of reference” for 
information seekers. 

There’s always 
something new in 
the Library, and now 
you can use our web 
page to get a quick 
peek at the titles of 
our newly acquired 

materials. Scroll down to the 
“About the Library” section and 
click on New Titles List to get a 
month-by-month update. Below 
is a sampling of some interesting 
books and DVDs that have been 
acquired recently. 
 
Books: 
 
Ellis Island Interviews: In 
Their Own Words (304.873 .
C655). These fascinating and dis-
tinctive oral histories telling im-
migrants’ own stories are ar-
ranged by country of origin. This 
book provides a compelling way 
to learn about the experience of 
many of our ancestors who made 
the daunting voyage, during the 
early part of the 20th century, 
from the “old world” to the new. 
 
Life Inspired: Tales of Peace 
Corps Service (361. 6092 .
L722).  In short, pointed anec-
dotes, recent Peace Corps volun-
teers describe memorable experi-

ences they had during their ser-
vice in countries as varied as 
Guatemala, Tanzania and Nepal. 
These tales exemplify the satis-
faction and meaning Peace Corps 
service brings to the lives of vol-
unteers. 
 
Global Business Etiquette: A 
Guide to International Com-
munication and Customs 
(395.52 .M381). If you’re plan-
ning to travel to Mexico, Europe 
or Asia or hope to some day, this 
book gives unusual insight into 
day-to-day aspects of the cul-
tures there. Dress and body lan-
guage, cultural attitudes, dining 
and tipping, and conversational 
customs are dis-
cussed in a  de-
tailed and prac-
tical way. 
 
Dental Health 
Education:  
Lesson Planning and Imple-
mentation (617.6007 .G135). 
For dental professionals and stu-
dents who are interested in com-
munity health, this book is a cur-
rent and comprehensive resource 
for lesson plans that can be used 
with children or adults. Outreach, 
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Library NewsLibrary NewsLibrary NewsLibrary News    
    

FullFullFullFull----text allied health text allied health text allied health text allied health     

database on our web pagedatabase on our web pagedatabase on our web pagedatabase on our web page    

    
CINAHL with full text (the Cu-

mulative Index to Nursing and 

Allied Health Literature), with 

most articles available in full, 

can now be accessed directly from our Library web 

page. (If you want to use it from home, you will need 

a password. Please see Library staff to get one.)  

 

On the Library home page, click on Find Electronic Find Electronic Find Electronic Find Electronic 

DataDataDataDatabasesbasesbasesbases    to get to the link to CINAHL. Covering 

publications from 1982 to the present, this database 

indexes more than a million journal articles, book 

chapters, and other publications in health care fields 

including physical therapy, laboratory technology and 

dental hygiene, as well as nursing. The database is 

easy to search, with many user-friendly features, but 

see a librarian if you have any questions or would 

like search tips on your subject. 

 

    

Important new periodicalsImportant new periodicalsImportant new periodicalsImportant new periodicals    
    

The library is now receiving: 

 

Child Development PerspectivesChild Development PerspectivesChild Development PerspectivesChild Development Perspectives,,,, is a bi-annual pub-

lication of the Society for Research in Child Devel-

opment, which promotes the exchange of ideas 

across disciplines by publishing work on child devel-

opment from scholars in the fields of anthropology, 

law, and others  focusing on children and adolescents 

of many cultures. The current issue features articles 

on the transition from adolescence to adulthood. 

 

Veterinary Clinics of North America, Small AniVeterinary Clinics of North America, Small AniVeterinary Clinics of North America, Small AniVeterinary Clinics of North America, Small Animal mal mal mal 

Practice,Practice,Practice,Practice,   is a quarterly  publication which will fea-

ture one specialized topic on the health and pathol-

ogy of dogs and cats in each issue. The current issue 

contains articles on the role of the immune system in 

canine and feline eye disease. 

 

Have you seen our exhibit on hero dogs?Have you seen our exhibit on hero dogs?Have you seen our exhibit on hero dogs?Have you seen our exhibit on hero dogs?  
 

During the month of April, an exhibit about heroic 

dogs is on view in the Library rotunda. From military 

dogs, to search-and-rescue 

dogs, therapy dogs, and 

“hospice hounds” these 

pooches are amazing, brave, 

loving and loyal. Stop by to 

see the books and print-outs 

that tell their stories. Books 

about these noble beasts will 

be available for check-out  

after April. 

 

 April 13April 13April 13April 13----20 is National library week!20 is National library week!20 is National library week!20 is National library week!    
    

The library is celebrating with a greatly expanded 

book sale. Books and videos of every sort sell for no 

more than a dollar, and buyers are entered into a raf-

fle for desirable mystery prizes. And if a free Harcum 

Library pen or pencil doesn’t tempt you, what will?   

Library Vital Statistics  
How to Contact us 

Harcum College Library 
750 Montgomery Ave. 
Bryn Mawr PA 19010 
Phone: 610-526-6085 
Fax: 610-526-6086 
Email: aranieri@harcum.edu 
Web site: http://www.harcum.edu/
CS_LIB_Harcum_Library.aspx 
 

Library Hours for 2008 

              Monday-Thursday: 8 am to 10 pm 
              Friday: 8 am to 5 pm 
              Saturday: noon to 4 pm 
              Sunday: 1 pm to 9 pm 

 
Library hours are subject to change during semester breaks. 
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What’s Up? Meet Bob Cohn, Font of KnowledgeWhat’s Up? Meet Bob Cohn, Font of KnowledgeWhat’s Up? Meet Bob Cohn, Font of KnowledgeWhat’s Up? Meet Bob Cohn, Font of Knowledge    
One of the first things Bob Cohn, a retired physician and 
medical researcher, did when he arrived at Harcum as a 
biology professor was to investigate the Library. Soon, he 
was a frequent visitor. This is not surprising, as there are 
few things he loves more than to consume information, 
transform it into knowledge, and 
transmit it to students in easy-to-
digest form. Bob’s love of books 
and learning began during his 
childhood in Brooklyn, NY. He 
began collecting books at the age 
of 11 and by the time he was in 
high school had developed a love 
of Shakespeare and the Spanish 
language. But his primary interest 
was, and remains, the complexities 
of biochemistry.  
 
The field of medicine was an obvi-
ous choice for Bob, who even as a 
boy longed to know how to repair 
the damage caused by disease.  As 
a pre-med student at Gettysburg 
College, Bob majored in biology 
and minored in chemistry, but also found time to take 
courses in literature and especially enjoyed reading Don 
Quixote in the original Spanish. He chose to attend medi-
cal school at Yale, where students learn without the dis-
tracting stresses of examinations. Rather, the faculty as-
sumes that all those accepted into the extremely competi-
tive program have the ability and motivation to learn the 
material, do well on their boards, and go on to succeed in 
their clinical training. During summers, Bob worked as a 
technologist in a hospital lab, and before graduation he 
completed a research thesis which compared the nucleic 
acid in normal and cancerous livers.  
 
He also made the decision to become a pediatrician. He 
had grown interested in the study and treatment of “in-
born errors,” serious, often life-threatening, diseases 
caused by genetic defects. If infants born with these condi-
tions are to survive or thrive for any period of time, they 
need treatment or preventive measures that start early. He 
therefore chose to do his internship and residency at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). He not only 
went on to carve out a successful career there, but also met 
his future wife, Nancy, who was a nurse in CHOP’s surgi-
cal ICU.   
 
Bob’s career at CHOP was one of constant learning and 
expansion of his scope. He treated patients, trained medi-
cal students, continued to do research on the basic science 
of genetic diseases, co-authored three books and many ar-

ticles, and served as the Medical Director of CHOP’s 
clinical laboratories for 20 years. He found that he loves 
teaching biochemistry, as he had loved learning it, and that 
the art of clear and illuminating science writing is very im-
portant to him. His textbook on biochemistry and disease 

bridges the gap between basic sci-
ence and clinical practice. He con-
tinued to teach first-year biochemis-
try at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Medical School until 2002. 
 
Fast forward to 2008, and Bob is 
still tapping into his deepest intel-
lectual loves by opening the minds 
of future medical students to the im-
portance and complexity of bio-
chemistry. As he says, “All disease 
is biochemical.” Here at Harcum, he 
is teaching the intensive, 8-week 
course, “Introduction to Medicine” 
which is offered by Harcum’s 
School of Continuing Studies to fu-
ture medical students, in collabora-

tion with Oceania University of 
Medicine. The course offers problem-based learning, us-
ing patient case studies to illustrate disease processes. Bob 
takes care to focus on giving the students a solid founda-
tion in basic science and he chose the medical reference 
books which are now on reserve in the Library. He gives 
individual attention to the students and is even doing one-
to-one tutoring with a former student who is preparing to 
take her first licensing exam. 
 
Bob’s love of reading has continued unabated, and outside 
of science, he is primarily drawn to history and political 
biography. He is currently reading No Ordinary Time: 

Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt: The home front in 

World War II by Doris Kearns Goodwin (973.917 
R781YG 1996), which focuses on the inner workings of 
the White House and the parts played by the Roosevelts 
and their closest advisors during the war years. He also 
greatly admires two outstanding presidential biographies, 
John Adams by David McCullough (973.44 .A214Y), 
which tells the story of Adams’ influence, integrity, and 
troubled friendship with Thomas Jefferson; and Lincoln 
by David Donald (973.7 .L736 YD 1996), a thorough ex-
ploration of the mind and deeds of the man often described 
as America’s greatest president.  
 
The Library has proven a magnet to Dr. Bob Cohn, who 
keeps up with current events and news along with current 
medical journals. He’s a man with a lot on his mind, but 
one who hasn’t tired of adding to his store of knowledge. 

Bob Cohn, surrounded by medical books 



nutrition, and smoking cessation 
are among the covered topics. 
 
Great French Paintings from 
the Barnes Foundation: Im-

pressionist, Post-Impressionist, and 
Early Modern (759.409 .G786). The Barnes 
is a local cultural treasure. Nothing can sub-
stitute for seeing the art in its proper setting, 
but this book offers large, exquisite reproduc-
tions of masterpieces by Cezanne, Gauguin, 
Matisse, Monet and 11 other brilliant painters 
who worked in France. Sample the work and 
be tempted to visit the controversial Barnes 
Foundation in Merion.  
 
My Sister’s Keeper (F Pic 2005). This novel, 
by Jodi Picoult, explores the ramifications of 
an ethical  dilemma created by medical ad-
vances.  The main characters are sisters, one 
with life-threatening leukemia, the other con-
ceived by their parents for the express pur-
pose of providing bone marrow for her very ill 
older sister. As the younger sister enters ado-
lescence, she begins to question her role in 
the family, and the very significance of her 
life. 
 
This semester, two books were added to the 
collection in memory of family members of 
staff.  
 
Champions for Peace: Women Winners of 
the Nobel Peace Prize (303.66 .S855) is in 
memory of Helen Felton, beloved mother of 
Linda Greco, Manager of the Office of Student 
Accounts. Helen Felton was known for her 
love of life, family and God. There have been 
11 women who have received the Nobel 
Peace Prize to date.  This book profiles each 
of the diverse women. They demonstrate the 
use of multiple tools—writing, political activ-
ism, social work, science, and the Internet— 
in the service of peace. 
 
A Way in the World: A Novel by V.S. Nai-
paul ( 823.914 .N157A) is in memory of Bea-
trice Sklar, mother of Gail Sklar, Professor of 
Liberal Studies. Beatrice Sklar, was a vibrant, 
fun-loving woman who spent many years tire-
lessly fundraising for The Women’s League for 
Medical Research. The novel gives a rich, his-

toric view of colonialism through the eyes of 
an expatriate Trinidadian writer. He shows us 
the lives of his peers, who choose different 
paths in the world, and looks back percep-
tively at the impulses that drove explorers 
and adventurers to leave their native homes. 
 
DVDs: 
 
What a girl wants (305.235 .W555 2002). 
In this 33-minute production, middle and high 
school girls discuss the messages they get 
about their bodies and their selves from 
popular culture and the mass media. 
 
Boys to Men? (305.235 .B793 
2004). Several adolescent boys of 
varied class, racial and ethnic 
backgrounds are interviewed about 
their views of masculinity and teen 
culture in the opening 52- minute 
segment. Then, in-depth looks at 
three boys follow their lives over 
the course of a year, presented in three 30-
minute segments. 
 
The Birds (791.4372 .B618). This DVD of the 
1963 classic Hitchcock film about a mysteri-
ous, horrific attack by hordes of maniacal 
birds has special features, including deleted 
scenes and the screen test of star actress, 
Tippi Hedren. 
 
The 39 Steps (791.4372 .T455). This 1935 
Hitchcock masterpiece has been called both 
sinister and urbane. Mayhem and murder in-
trude on the vacation of an innocent man 
whose own life is soon in jeopardy. This DVD 
provides optional subtitles in Spanish, Chi-
nese and Japanese. 
 
The Yellow Wallpaper (791.4372 .Y43). 
This 76-minute dramatization of feminist 
writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s best known 
story was produced by the BBC. First pub-
lished in 1891, it tells of a woman whose pa-
tronizing husband, a doctor, has enforced 
upon her a period of restriction to a yellow 
room in the country for “her own good.” Kept 
in passivity and isolation, she experiences a 
psychotic break and eventually refuses to 
leave the yellow room. 

New Acquisitions (continued from p. 1) 


