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(Continued on page 4)

A lodestar is any star that
is used as a point of refer
ence (like Polaris, the
brightest star in the Little
Dipper). The word can als
refer to a guiding interest,
principle or ambition. At
Harcum College Library,
we aim to guide members
of the Harcum Community
toward what is of interest
to them and to serve as a
“point of reference” for
information seekers.
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What's Up? Meet B.J.Burton, Professor and Author W

Almost every day after school, young Betty Janet@uwould
settle in with her Mom to watch black and whiterfitlassics on
the “Early Show.” Both Burtons were enthralled hg drama,
comedy, romance, and adventure of great filmsistaKatharine
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Bette Davis, and Jimmy Ste\idrose af-

B.J. made a clean break with acting. She begaartoleer living
as a writer instead, working for a local newspdpeday. She
continued writing plays, many of which were perfedriocally. In
1994, her two-act play,obelia Lodgg812.5 B974) received the
Pennsylvania Playwriting Award. The play takes plager a

ternoons seem to have set the stage for B.J.isdatermination to weekend of confrontation between women who hawngtand

make a career as an actor and playwright.

As a child growing up in Newtown Square, B.J. dafyghad
many other interests: to loved to read
books (especially about animals), to
sing in the school choir, and most of
all to paint, draw and take photo-
graphs. But when she entered high
school and began performing in
school plays and musicals, B.J. knew
she wanted to be an actress. It was
the creative process, including the
ability to improvise when necessary,
that most captured her imagination
about life on stage and screen.

From the beginning of her career,

conflicting feelings about their shared pasts dmirtvarying de-
grees of attachment to the rustic family cabin whémne play is
set. Memories both nostalgic and dis-
turbing intrude into the women’s pre-
sent efforts to make decisions about
the future.

B. J. is still writing (her most recent
completed play depicts the struggles
between management and staff in a
newsroom), and with the completion
of her Masters of Fine Arts in Creative
Writing (from Rosemont College), she
has added professor to her list of
roles. At Harcum, she is currently
teaching the Drama Workshop, which
gives students a chance to write and

B.J. has relished creative variety. Ag
an undergraduate theater major at t
University of Missouri and during he

B.J. Burton, a life-long film buff, often uses fithas
teaching tools

perform in their own brief one-acts.
She has also taught Composition, Pub-

post-graduate studies at the American Conservatoegater in
San Francisco, she performed in Shakespearean @svaad dra-
mas, sketch comedy revues, and absurdist thedienwte and
directed a short film, casting her younger sistethe role of a
disaffected runaway. She also continued to pamatydand take
photographs, as she has done throughout her lfetrilining at
ACT prepared her for almost any role in the wolidneater;
along with traditional scene study, she took classelance,
voice, fencing, and circus performance.

The versatility in her training served her well. lBade the deci-
sion to move back to Pennsylvania and find ratesheater com-
panies, commercials, and films in PhiladelphiatiBaire and
New York. It was while toiling as a stand-in forreovie that B.J.
had what she calls her “epiphany.” On set, shestatled one
day by the refusal of the film’s star to improvisees, something
B.J. herself always enjoyed immensely. At that moinghe rec-
ognized clearly that what she wanted to do far ntloa@ perform,
was to create “the words.” She already had a statywas run-
ning through her mind persistently, inspired by tedationship
with her sister, who had moved to a distant andbterpart of the
country. That story became her first full-lengthayplfor which she
received the first of two fellowships in playwrigjrfrom the Penn-
sylvania Council on the Arts.

lic Speaking and Introduction to Short
Fiction.

BJ has been pleased with the collection of videms@VDs at HC
Library. For classroom use, she finds filmed stggiof classic
short stories an excellent way to draw studentsdieeper thought
and discussion about plot and characters. Shedsasthe drama-
tization of Charlotte Gilman'$he Yellow Wallpaper
(791.4372.Y43), in part to underline the powerhs story. Gil-
man’s 1899 tale of a woman driven mad by enforestrictions
influenced many readers, including physicianshange their
perspectives on women'’s lives. A full-length filineslikes to
share with students 8moke Signal§91.4372 S665). Based on
short stories by Native American author Shermarxiglethis tale
of two young, very dissimilar men who journey ttgg in hopes
of learning more about their deceased parents ges\students
exposure to a culture that is too often ignored.

Within the walls of the small Harcum College A-V ¢, there
are shelves that quietly contain the same kindbaofexdy, drama,
romance, and adventure that filled B.J.’s childhafidrnoons and
so inspired her. From the tragedy of Shakespe@tisllo(a play
in which B.J had one of her earliest major roleshe dark,
screwball humor okittle Miss Sunshinéa film B.J. thinks has a
near-perfect screenplay), the shelves contain isiagéd voices of
intensity, pain and laughter. And, if you're in thibrary anyway,
it's faster than Netflix.




On Reserve (continued from page one)
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