
Congratulations on our MSCHE 
Self-Study and Site Visit Success!
On April 6, 2016, the Middle States Site Visit team 
presented their report to the Harcum community 
gathered in the Little Theater, which was then submit-
ted to the Commission. 

On June 23, 2016, the Middle States Commission 
reported to the President that Harcum’s accredita-
tion has been reaffirmed. A follow-up report, in the 
form of a Monitoring Report, will be due to Middle 
States in April of 2018, to ensure the Commission of 
Harcum’s commitment to maintaining the initiatives 
presented in the self-study report.

A task force has been assigned to complete the 
monitoring report, composed of the following mem-
bers: Dr. Jon Jay DeTemple (College President); Julia 
Ingersoll (VP, Academic Affairs); Tim Ely (Director of 
Strategic Planning and Institutional Research); Tra-
cie Kennedy (Chair of Assessment Committee); and 
Donna Broderick (ALO). Thanks to the dedication of 
Harcum’s administration, the MSCHE Steering Com-
mittee, and the Working Groups for a job well done!

MSCHE Reports: More than just 
self-study
As a member of the Harcum Community, you are 
aware of the Self-Study report required by the Mid-
dle States Commission every eight years; however, 
communication with the Commission occurs much 
more frequently. The Office of Regional Accreditation 
is responsible for ensuring that these reports meet 
the due dates established by Middle States: The 
Annual Institutional Profile; four-year Peer Assesment; 
eight-year Self-Study; and Verification of Compliance 
with Federal Regulations every four years. In addi-
tion, follow-up reports may be requested (such as the 
Monitoring report due April 2018) and timely commu-
nication on additions and closures of the Partnership 
Sites must be maintained.
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Upcoming Changes in Accreditation
Starting June 2018, the reduction of the 14 MSCHE standards 
to seven will go into effect, along with condensing the ten-
year accreditation cycle to an eight-year review, with the mid-
point peer review four years after the self-study. The Annual 
Institutional Profile (AIP) will remain in effect but will change 
to the Annual Institutional Update (AIU) in Spring 2018. The 
AIU will request more extensive assessment data than the 
current AIP. The Middle States Commission also requires 
submission of Verification of Compliance with Federal Regu-
lations every four years, concurrently with the self-study and 
peer review timelines. 

Annual MSCHE Conference Summary
The MSCHE annual conference was held in Philadelphia 
December 7–9, 2016. As expected, the hot topic centered 
on the accreditation changes previously noted, and interest 
in the incoming Presidential administration’s effect on Higher 
Education. Also included were updates to the Verification of 
Compliance with Federal Regulations for 2017. Many benefi-
cial sessions were attended by Harcum staff covering assess-
ment, strategic planning, managing follow-up reports, and 
promoting student success.

Harcum MSCHE Website
Take some time to peruse the Harcum MSCHE webpage 
which can be accessed by going to:
WWW.HARCUM.EDU >> ABOUT US >> MSCHE

Here you will find information on the accreditation process, as 
well as the College Statement of Accreditation Status (SAS) 
and reports submitted to the Commission, such as the 2016 
Self-Study.

Department of Regional Accreditation 
Mission Statement
The Office of Regional Accreditation upholds the standards 
established by the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education and ensures that the College adheres to its stated 
mission and accreditation standards to provide a quality edu-
cational experience to Harcum College students.

WHAT DOES MIDDLE 
STATES ACCREDITATION 
MEAN TO YOU?

“This accreditation assures the 
community that the institution, 
continually striving to improve, is 
dedicated to providing its students 
with a well rounded education, in 
order for them to become produc-
tive members of society.”
Kristy Matulevich
MLT Instructor

“Only by looking at where we have 
been, where we are, and where we 
are going can we keep abreast of 
what our students need and how 
we can best meet those needs.”
Anders Back
Director of Internal Communications & Publications

“Having this stamp of approval 
shows potential students that we are 
a reputable institution.”
Donna Firn
Medical Coding and Billing Coordinator


