
2011 Alumni Award Winners  

Lifetime Achievement  

This award recognizes an individual for outstanding achievement in her or his life, personal 

integrity and lasting contributions to their chosen profession. This award is the highest honor 

given by the Alumni Association. 

Marvin Levitties – Former Faculty, Retail Merchandising 

While not a graduate of Harcum College, Marvin Levitties’ relationship with 

the College spans more than 40 years. Since 1971 he has served our 

students, faculty and alumni as a faculty member, Director of Retail 

Merchandising Program, and a College Trustee. Numerous alumni have told 

us that they remember Marvin fondly and that his guidance had a profound 

impact on them. Marvin has served as a Harcum Trustee since 1996 and 

currently serves on the Finance & Physical Plant, Alumni & Development, 

and Trusteeship committees.  

  

Marvin has also been a loyal and generous supporter. He has given to most all college initiatives, 

established an endowed scholarship for students in memory of his late wife Jean (who also 

worked at Harcum), and has hosted several receptions in his home for alumni and friends.   

  

  

Community Service Award  

This award recognizes an alumna/us who has touched their community thorough leadership 

involvement and/or provided significant impact on the community by virtue of their involvement 

in community organizations.  

 

Mitzi Snyder Forman ’58 - Retail Merchandising  

 

Inspired by her father, an amateur magician, Mitzi went to “clown school” 

and became a performer. About 8 years ago, she began to perform for the 

patients at St. Mary’s Hospital in Langhorne – near her home. Every 

Thursday, dressed as a clown named “Teddy”, she turns up at St. Mary’s in 

full clown regalia.  

  

She tours the hospital visiting with patients and families. She chats, does a 

few tricks, leaves a fresh red, foam rubber nose and smiles all the way 

around.   

  

Spreading smiles and easing pain is something Mitzi Forman does every 

Thursday. That adds up to a whole lot of smiles among the people who need 

it most.   



  

   

Outstanding Young Alumna/us  

This award recognizes a member of the graduating class from the most recent 10 years who has 

made extraordinary advancements in his or her career, been an active member of the Alumni 

Association and/or supported the College in a significant manner.  

 

Alexis Pew ’10 - Interior Design  

 

Since her graduation just over one year ago Alexis Pew has built a name 

for herself in the Philadelphia Design community. She was recently 

named one of the “next generation up and comers” by Philadelphia 

Magazine. She has been interviewed and quoted as a design expert on 

the front page of the Home & Design section of the Philadelphia 

Inquirer.  

After graduation, she joined BusyBee Home Store & Design Center in 

Philadelphia where she is now Lead Designer. She was instrumental in opening the Busybee 

Homestore, the company’s first retail location, which opened earlier this year on South Street in 

Philadelphia.   

  

As a student, Alexis placed 2nd out of 60 participants in the 8th Annual Kling Stubbins design 

competition. This high profile competition for local college and university students challenges 

students to participate in a 7 hour design charette where they are presented with a design project 

and tasked with presenting a finished design to local experts.   

  

Alexis is a shining example of a Harcum graduate who took the knowledge and skills she learned 

as a student and was able to immediately transfer them in to a successful career. She is a true 

Harcum success story. 


